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RWC-PRISM

RWC-PRISM is an internet-based platform for sharing
and managing existing and new information on
organisations, experts and projects in agricultural
research and development searchable through one
window. The system provides overviews of
organizations and experts in agricultural research and
development and their projects and outputs by
region/country, theme and/or type of organization

RWC-PRISM derives its mandate from the

recommendation made by the Regional Steering

Committee of the Rice-Wheat Consortium comprising

the Director Generals of NARS (Bangladesh, India,

Nepal and Pakistan), CG Centers (CIMMYT and IRRI)

and the representative of the Donor Community (The

World Bank) to strengthen the (content) management

capacity of the regional NARS and other stakeholders in

the Indo-Gangetic Plains by sharing and managing an

information system on the agricultural research and

development activities in the region. RWC, IAC

(International Agriculture Center) and WIS Int.

(Wageningen Information Services International) have

catalyzed the process leading to the development of

Project and Research Information System Moudle

(PRISM) in close collaboration with WISARD, which was

launched in early 2001.
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RWC-Prism objectives are to:

RWC-Prism offers a web-based information

system to:

RWC-PRISM is for supporting :
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Strengthen capacity of the regional NARS and other

relevant stakeholders in (content) management in

order to guarantee broad use of the information

system by all stakeholders.

Share information, avoid duplication, reduce costs

and increase efficiency under a network of

stakeholders.

Increase transparency, efficiency and impact of

efforts.

Catalyse interactions and partnerships.

Support management of ARD organisations.

Increase use of existing information and

knowledge.

Policy makers.

Researchers and development practitioners.

Managers of international, regional and national

organisations in the public and private sector,

NGO’s and farmers organisations.
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Duplication of efforts occurs regularly since

numerous actors are involved in funding and

executing research and development activities.

Existing knowledge and information is not easily

accessible and not optimally used. It is scattered in

isolated thematic or organisational databases.

Few databases provide on-line search options and

broad standards for data-exchange are lacking.

Development of information systems requires

scarce and costly ICT expertise and funds to

maintain web-infrastructure

A web-based platform for organisations and networks

to share and manage their own information in a

decentralised manner.

Direct world-wide one-window access to data on ARD

projects and organisations and provides answer to

the questions such as :

What has been done in the past and what were the

results? How can we contact them?

Who are my present and potential partners or

donors?

.

�Who, What, and Where?�

RWC-PRISM provides :

Problems
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How
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Web-address: www.wis.cgiar.org/rwc
www.rwc-prism.cgiar.org

Web-address: www.wis.cgiar.org/rwc
www.rwc-prism.cgiar.org
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What other donors are funding ARD activities on this
topic or in my country?

Which organisations are active in this country or on
this theme and how can we contact them?

It is web-based for instant access world-wide.

It allows decentralised management: authorised
data input, updating and control by organisations
and networks.

It allows overviews and statistics for policy support.

It provides search options on:

Organisations, partners, funding agencies.

Activities by country, theme, institutions and
transects.

Contact persons and experts.

In-depth search for agriculture and natural
resource management specific keywords.

It gives details of organisations including
homepages and projects.

RWC-PRISM is a platform for sharing

information in an international context:
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